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REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES OF APRIL 22, 2009 

 
President Christman called to order the Regular Meeting of Crafton Borough Council at 7:15 P.M., in 
Council Chambers of the Community Center.  Flag Salute was led by Mr. Crown. Roll call by Mrs. 
Tremblay recorded  (8) members of Council present as follows: Mr. Bloom, Mr. Cindric, Mr. Crown, Mr. 
Donovan, Mrs. Luxbacher, Mrs. Sappie, Mrs. Viola and Mr. Christman.   Also present were Mayor 
O’Connell, Engineer Minsterman, Manager Sample and Solicitor Ayoob.  (Absent:  Mr. Byers) 
 
MAYOR’S PROCLAMATION  
Mayor O’Connell read the proclamation, celebrating the 100th Birthday of resident, Leroy “Lee” Barth. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST  
MOTION :  It was regularly moved by Mr. Crown, seconded by Mrs. Sappie, to approve the April 22, 2009 
List of Bills as presented for payment.  COMMENTS:   Mrs. Viola - #411.23 Kaza Fire – Annual 
inspection & maintenance of scba equipment; not over budget; correction, should be line item #411.44, per 
Mr. Crown.  Also, $146.88 – Locks & keys:  Manager Sample stated that the borough padlocks are all 
keyed the same; need to purchase multiple sets at a time; used all over the borough.  Mrs. Sappie, referring 
to a small fire in the borough building that could have gone unnoticed, asked if there are any smoke 
detectors in the borough building?  It was noted that there are none, except portable units at the jail cells.  
Manager Sample was authorized to look into installing some portable smoke detectors in unused areas, as a 
warning system. 
 

MOTION carried by Unanimous Roll Call Vote, with exceptions noted (Donovan, #404.32, #413) 
(8-0). 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
MOTION:   It was regularly moved by Mrs. Sappie, seconded by Mr. Donovan, to approve the April 8, 
2009 Meeting Minutes.  COMMENTS:  Correction on pg. 6; change from Mr. to Mrs. Luxbacher. 
 
  MOTION carried by Unanimous Voice Vote (8-0). 
 
CITIZEN’S DESIROUS TO ADDRESS COUNCIL                                                              
Robin Koffler, 75 W. Crafton Avenue – In support of an EMS being provided in the borough 24 hours a 
day; her son has asthma and quick response time is a real concern. 
Tom Phillips, 9 Fountain Street –  Presented a signed petition requesting resident permit parking; noting 
that an 8am to Noon, Monday through Friday, restriction would be sufficient to deter Park ‘n Ride vehicle 
parking. 
 
RECEIPT OF WRITTEN REPORTS    
The following written reports were provided in Council’s Packet: Treasurer’s Report, Financial Report, Act 
511, Property Tax and Trash Collection Fee Reports, Police Report, Ordinance Officers Report, CVFD 
Report, REMS Report, Animal Control and Engineers Report.  COMMENTS: Mrs. Luxbacher inquired 
about the animal complaint regarding a peacock, just wondering how such a complaint is handled by 
animal control; Mayor O’Connell will look into it.  
MOTION:   It was regularly moved by Mr. Donovan, seconded by Mr. Bloom, to accept the written 
reports.   

MOTION carried by Unanimous Voice Vote (8-0). 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT  
Engineer Minsterman reported that the road paving program is scheduled to start in early May; pending 
guide rail installation.  Public Works will commence the guide rail work upon delivery of materials, 
scheduled for April 28th. The CCTV contractor will be back in town to work on certain areas they could not 
access; Public Works will be uncovering buried manholes, etc.  Geo-tech evaluation is underway in the 
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Clearview Avenue area; they are looking at remedies using Green Technology to control the water run-off 
and other problems naturally.  They are looking for direction from Council with regard to the Elmwood 
sewer repair work; whether to patch or pave from curb-to-curb.  They will be working on specs for the bid 
documents with regard to the COG grant for the ADA ramps.  They recommend that the borough authorize 
3RWW to submit, on the borough’s behalf, the flow monitoring data report, which is required under the 
Consent Order.  A form, authorizing same, will need to be completed and submitted to 3RWW.  Mr. 
Christman inquired on road closings during the paving of Backbone Road.  It was noted that closing would 
be intermittent, only while working, not overnight.  Guide rail work and paving estimated to be completed 
within 30 to 60 days. Other items discussed: Public works will most likely saw-cut and make clean patch, 
and will determine if they need to go curb-to-curb on Elmwood. CVS developer will be correcting ADA  
sidewalks and replacing bad sidewalks in the area.  A button control at the intersection will make all lights 
red to accommodate handicapped individuals; Mr. Bloom had concerns educating the public that the 
continuous right turn would be affected.  Mr. Cindric asked if anything could be done at the intersection to 
assist vehicles waiting to make a left turn due to the continuous, green arrow for opposing traffic. Manager 
Sample reported that the initial traffic study did not provide for any changes, and this would be a major 
engineering of those signals.  Mr. Bloom asked that the Manager look into the ADA curb at the alley beside 
the Hawthorne Presbyterian church, damaged by garbage trucks.  Mrs. Viola requested a list of the 
locations, under the COG grant, scheduled for ADA curbs. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT  
Mayor O’Connell reported that the department responded to 239 calls during the month of March, and 
referred Council to the written report. She reported that the rope was broken on the flag pole in the circle, 
flag stuck halfway up, and thanked Public Works and the CVFD for repairing it.  She reported that a 
resident letter was received by the Police Dept, thanking them and noting that they feel safe and can sleep 
at night because of them.  Mr. Bloom inquired on Stimulus money received by police depts. in many 
neighboring municipalities, reported in the Suburban Gazette, and asked why Crafton did not receive any.  
Mayor O’Connell surmised that it is due to the lack of crime in Crafton.  Mr. Bloom noted that we are 
comparable in size and activity to Ingram, who also has little or no crime, yet they received in excess of 
$10,000.  Mayor O’Connell noted that activity would be derived from the UCR reports, and Mr. Bloom 
questioned the departments’ UCR reporting or possible under-reporting of information to the government. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Mr. Christman, referring to the 1st quarter financial report, noted that revenues are at 28% and expenditures 
are at 18%, and commended the Manager for a fine job.  Mrs. Sappie, again noted, that she has requested 
financial reports from the committees and departments, indicating whether or not they anticipate any 
increase in revenues or unanticipated expenditures; and has not received any response.  Mayor O’Connell 
noted that she has nothing to report, and Mr. Christman asked that committees and departments report back 
to Mrs. Sappie, even if it is to report no changes anticipated. 
 
MANAGER/SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Manager Sample reported that Walnut street problem is not a sewer lateral problem, as first suspected, and 
is due to base failure. Public Works will be removing the bricks, rebuilding the base and relaying the 
bricks; also, on an area on Belvidere Street.  This problem is occurring on many of the brick streets in the 
borough.  He met with Congressman Doyle and discussed the Park grant, and possible Stimulus money 
projects such as Black’s Bridge, Clearview and sewer repairs.  Arbor Day was celebrated today at the 
Crafton Elementary School, emceed by Judy Kueshner of the Shade Tree Commission, and a Dogwood tree 
was planted at the school.  He reported that the 1982 Seagrave would be signed over to the Gilmer VFD on 
Friday.  Mrs. Sappie inquired on the transfer of the 1962 Seagrave to the CVFD; Manager Sample reported 
that it would be in the name of the CVFD Relief Association, and not titled in an individuals name, and 
again, reiterated that if no longer used by the CVFD, ownership would revert back to the borough.  He 
reported that approx. $7,300 recycle grant funds were received; these funds are used for the newsletter, 
educating residents on recycling, leaf pickup and recycle cans placed last year.  Mrs. Sappie noted that 
recycling containers are needed in the park and especially at the pool.  A lid is made for 55 gal. Drums, to 
accommodate cans and bottles, that can be placed on the existing containers, and these funds should be 
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used to purchase these lids.  Mr. Cindric commented that he requested an update on both the Allegheny 
County grant for the salt bin and the Fire Commission loan, at the last meeting.  It was noted by Manager 
Sample, at that time, that there was nothing new to report.  Mr. Cindric reported that he has since received 
information that there were approx. 12 issues with the Fire Commission loan that need to be resolved, and 
was disappointed that this information was not reported to Council.   He reported that he had contacted the 
Fire Commission and was provided this information, under the Right To Know, in the form of an e-mail 
sent to the CVFD on April 10th.  Mr. Crown noted that there was an e-mail problem, the CVFD did not 
receive that e-mail, and received that information in a letter received approx. 2 weeks later.  He has been in 
touch with someone at the Commission, these were not major issues, and have been resolved – except for 
the DCED application, which cannot be done until the funds are actually awarded.  This loan application 
should be placed on the Commission’s May agenda. Mr. Cindric commented that he was told that due to 
the outstanding issues, it would not be on their agenda until June with possible funding not available until 
August.  Mr. Crown contradicted the information being reported by Mr. Cindric, and added that the CVFD 
must obtain a short term loan, which is already in place with PNC, for the purchase which will then be paid 
off by the Fire Commission Loan.  This burden is on the CVFD; it is their business, and not the Boroughs – 
either way, it is the CVFD’s obligation and concern whether it receives the 2% loan from the Fire 
Commission or is obligated to another loan, at a slightly higher rate.  Mrs. Luxbacher, revisited the recycle 
issue, and it was confirmed that adequate information was placed in the newsletter to satisfy the recycle 
grant. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS AND OLD BUSINESS 

a. EMS Services – Mr. Bloom requested that the Solicitor’s written opinion on the votes; the Mayor’s 
Veto, case law, etc., be attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  Solicitor Ayoob 
reiterated his opinion that the two original votes stand and were carried by a 5-4 majority vote 
(1. 120 notice to REMS to terminate service and 2. Authorize the Manager to negotiate with 
NorthWest), that these are administrative actions by Council and not legislative, that the 
Mayor’s Veto was invalid and the action taken at the last meeting also invalid, and advised 
that the 120 day clock is ticking on obtaining a new EMS provider. He added that there are 
factors to be considered when a contract is made with a new provider, which may, or may not 
be subject to a Mayor’s Veto, such as whether there will be an unbudgeted expenses related to 
the contract or if the contract period would be in excess of one year. Mayor O’Connell 
disagreed, and feels confident that this was a legislative matter and her veto was valid.  Mr. 
Bloom and Mrs. Luxbacher asked for case law to substantiate her opinion, similar to what was 
provided by Solicitor Ayoob.  Mrs. Luxbacher added that, at the last meeting, Council was 
unsure as to how they should proceed, and only acted on the Veto because of that uncertainty.  
Mayor O’Connell noted that there is no case law, on point, she had confirmed her opinion with 
her legal counsel, and believes she has properly exercised her Veto power, and goes on record 
as disagreeing.  Manager Sample, based on the Solicitor’s opinion and Council comments, 
confirmed that he will then proceed in negotiations with NorthWest EMS. 

 
b. Resolution 2009-07 – Stimulus Package and Buy American – Manager Sample noted that, with 

regard to this resolution, the borough will make every legal effort to spend on U.S. materials 
and labor.  Mrs. Sappie noted that this is a requirement for the PennVest grants.  Mayor 
O’Connell noted that Stimulus money information has been provided, indicating the many 
grant opportunities, and inquired if any of these opportunities have been looked into.  This will 
be reviewed and further discussed at the next meeting of Council.; share any ideas with Mrs. 
Sappie (Finance Committee) and Manager Sample. 

 
c. Resolution 2009-08 – Destruction of Voice and Video Tapes – Manager Sample reported that there 

is no current, written policy on this matter, and this resolution would provide policy. 
 

d. HDR Bridge Proposal – Revised proposal received, relating to structural deficiencies not painting, 
in the amount of $46,200.  With some of the work already budgeted for, the decrease in the 
paving program cost, plus the 2008 carryover funds, money is available for the HDR work.  
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Mr. Cindric asked how this compares to previous cost estimates provided by Gateway, and 
also asked how long the specs would be valid, in the event the work is done in phases.  
Manager Sample noted that he had not inquired on this, but it was understood that this work 
would be done in phases and that stimulus money be looked into to do some of this work.  
Mrs. Viola asked if the HDR work could also be done in phases, prioritizing the immediate 
tasks, rather than accepting and authorizing the entire proposal for all of the work.  It was the 
consensus that all of this work needs to be done, and in the event of applications for Stimulus 
or other funding, this would already be available for “shovel-ready” projects. 

 
e. Part Time Summer Help – Mrs. Luxbacher noted that the interview process was very interesting 

and the committee tried to accommodate the positions desired by the applicants, as listed. 
 
f. Insurance Quotes – Manager Sample reported that the two most comparable proposals were 

received by HDH and the current provider, PIRMA.  PIRMA is the lowest premium cost at 
approx. $53,000, and HDH, part of the MRM Group that handles our pooled Workers Comp 
insurance, is approx. $57,500.  With HDH, after two years, the borough would be eligible for a 
dividend of approx. $6,500-$7,000 (comparing to similar municipalities), based on loss 
experience.  There are differences in the limits; PIRMA offering $10,000,000. per occurrence, 
and HDH varied and lesser limits. Also, differences in deductibles – PIRMA with no 
deductible on the Police and Public Officials liability insurance.  Would be available for a first 
dividend from HDH in the year 2012, based on losses or claims.  PIRMA does not pay 
dividends, but rather reduces the premiums for the entire pool.  Mayor O’Connell noted that, 
in five years, with the receipt of dividends, a savings could be realized under HDH.  She also 
noted that this information was just received and may be a lot to compare and review, and 
suggested that Council may not be prepared to make a decision at this time.  Manager Sample 
noted that our insurance expires on May 15th, so there would be sufficient time to further 
review and make a decision at the May 13th Council meeting.  A committee will meet and 
review this information; being Mrs. Sappie, Mr. Cindric, Mrs. Viola and Mr. Bloom, and 
Mayor O’Connell and Manager Sample – not a majority of Council and no decisions made at 
the meeting, so will not require advertising. 

 
g. Spring/Summer Newsletter – Mr. Crown asked if the mass e-mail program could be included.  

Manager Sample noted that this program has not been completed by our tech, and information 
not yet available.  Mrs. Luxbacher recalled discussions to make residents aware of Triangle 
Pet policies and the need to contact them in the event of a lost pet.  She also noted that the 
Library article shows the value of the free library services offered.  Mr. Christman requested 
that all website references be bolded and more noticeable print.  He also noted that Crafton 
Celebrates will be performing the mailing tasks; stuffing and stapling, on the evening of May 
12th and asked for additional volunteers. Mrs. Tremblay asked that any errors or corrections be 
provided by the end of the week, when it will be submitted to the printer. 

 
h. CDBG Year 36 Projects – Manager Sample noted that the pre-applications will need to be 

submitted, and will probably submit for the same projects, being handicapped curb ramps, 
ADA access/automatic doors in the breezeway to the community center.  Mrs. Luxbacher 
asked that ADA access also be considered for the Library. 

 
BUSINESS AGENDA 
ADMINISTRATIVE   
MOTION : It was regularly moved by Mr. Bloom, seconded by Mrs. Sappie, to adopt Resolution 
2009-07 committing, to the extent legally possible, to purchase only products and services that are made or 
performed in the United States with any funds received from the United States Economic Recovery 
Program.  
 
 MOTION carried by Unanimous Roll Call Vote (8-0). 
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MOTION : It was regularly moved by Mr. Crown, seconded by Mr. Donovan, to adopt Resolution 
2009-08 authorizing and establishing procedure for the destruction of voice and video recordings of 
Crafton Borough Council Meetings.  
 
 MOTION carried by Unanimous Roll Call Vote (8-0). 
 
MOTION :  It was regularly moved by Mrs. Sappie, seconded by Mrs. Viola,  to approve the 2009 Summer 
Employment Hiring List, dated April 17, 2009, as presented to Council. 
 
 MOTION carried by Unanimous Roll Call Vote (8-0). 
 
MOTION :  I move to authorize the Borough Manager to execute the agreement with 
_____________________ to provide the Borough with Insurance Coverage per the specifications of their 
proposal.   Motion Tabled 
 
MOTION :  It was regularly moved by Mrs. Luxbacher, seconded by Mrs. Sappie,  to approve the 2009 
Spring/Summer Borough Newsletter articles; as submitted, subject to any necessary formatting adjustments 
by the Newsletter Committee. 
 
 MOTION carried by Unanimous Roll Call Vote (8-0). 
 
PUBLIC WORKS  
MOTION : It was regularly moved by Mr. Bloom, seconded by Mr. Donovan,  to accept the Black’s 
Bridge Repair proposal as submitted by HDR Engineering for design and engineering services at a lump 
sum cost of $46,200. COMMENTS:  Mrs. Viola requested that this be amended to accept the proposal in 
two phases, based on the construction cost and scheduling of construction phases.  Manager Sample noted 
that all of this work needs to be done, regardless we will still need this engineering work done, whether it 
be this year, or next year, and depending on costs and funding, there is an advantage to having it all done 
now. 
 
 MOTION carried by a Seven Yes, One No (Cindric) Roll Call Vote (7-1). 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS/COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Mr. Donovan – Reminded everyone to support Volunteer Fire Departments. 
Mrs. Viola – May 20th, Ordinance Committee review meeting scheduled.  Mr. Christman asked that 
ordinance review and amendments be discussed at the next meeting.  She also reminded the need for 
Volunteers to help with the newsletter mailing at the next Crafton Celebrates meeting. 
Mr. Crown – No reports; reminded that he has not yet been assigned to any committee. 
Mrs. Sappie – Reported that the next Sr. Citizen dinner is April 25th, looking for volunteers and donations 
to help fund entertainment, door prizes and desserts.  Rec Board meeting scheduled for May 4, 6:30 pm.  
She noted that a list of park maintenance items was submitted to the Manager, and thanked Public Works 
for replacing some of the basketball hoops/nets.  She also noted the next Finance Committee meeting on 
May 20th, 5pm, and requested input from the Committees and Departments. 
Mrs. Luxbacher – Invited everyone to the Grand Opening of the Children’s Library on April 25th, 10am – 
3pm, featuring a parade, other fun activities and prizes. Crafton Clean-up event is planned for Saturday, 
May 2nd, volunteers to meet at the Borough Building at 8:30-9:00 am, part of the Great PA Clean-up 
program. 
Mr. Cindric – Reported that he attended the annual CharWest COG meeting last week, and thanked Mayor 
O’Connell and Mrs. Viola, and spouses, for representing the Borough at that dinner meeting. 
Mr. Christman – Noted that a Crafton Celebrates fundraiser is planned for May 7th; a Bingo in the 
community center.  He also congratulated Mr. Barth on his 100th birthday. 
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Mayor O’Connell – Acknowledged “Administrative Professionals” Day, and thanked Police Secretary, 
Barb Berkhouse, Borough Secretary, Mary Tremblay, and Assistant Secretary, Pat Keeley, for the work 
they do for the Borough. 
 
ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS  
Crystal Boehm – She inquired on the annual subscriptions already paid to REMS.  NorthWest 
representative, was present, and said these would be honored by NorthWest and any provider.  She also 
noted some cleanup concerns at the playscape, and possibly sprucing up the colors/painting, and the 
addition of mulch at the base of the slide.  She asked if anything could be done with the slide, that kids are 
unaware of how hot the slide is when they sit on it wearing shorts – is there anything that can be done. 
Roy Hermes – Dog and pet issues, ordinances.  Continuous barking is covered under the ordinances, but 
not permitted to limit the number of pets in a household, as long as there are no public health issues. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
MOTION:   It was regularly moved by Mr. Bloom, and seconded by Mr. Crown, that this meeting be 
adjourned. 

 
MOTION carried by Unanimous Voice Vote (8-0). 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Mary Tremblay 

         Borough Secretary 
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