
Crafton Community News 
Spring-Summer 2008 

 

 

 

2008 Season – Crafton Swimming Pool 
 

Hours:   Mon. thru Sat. 12 Noon - 8 pm,  Sun. 1 pm – 8 pm 
General Admission– $7.00, After 5:00 pm -- $3.00 

 

Swimming Lessons:  $30.00 for 8 - 1 hour classes 
Private Swimming Lessons available - $8.00 for ½ hour class 

Pool Rental:  $100.00 for two hours, plus cost of lifeguards/attendants 
(Lessons or Rental – See Pool Manager; inquire at Pool) 

 

Passes on sale at the Borough Secretary’s office only. Mon. - Fri., 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
NO PASSES WILL BE SOLD AT THE POOL 

 

POOL PASS RATES 
 

      17 yrs & under, Resident…….$ 65.00   Non-Resident……$100.00 
      18 – 62 years, Resident .……..   75.00   Non-Resident……  100.00 
      63+ years, Resident …….……..   30.00   Non-Resident……    40.00 
      Family Pass*, Resident…….…  150.00   Non-Resident……  225.00 
 

(*Family: Maximum of 5 persons, each additional is $25.00 for Residents, $45.00 for Non-Residents.)  
 Non-Resident Passes are available to Ingram, Thornburg and Rosslyn Farms Residents Only. 

Pool Cashier and Info.  412-921-9482 
 

Note:  Crafton Pool will be open Monday through Fridays  
while Carlynton School is still in session, from 4pm until 8pm; 

subject to weather and staffing conditions. 
 

 

 

PARK PAVILION RENTAL 
 

 

The Crafton Park pavilions are available for rental by Crafton Residents only, during the months 
of May through September - proof of residency is required.  There are three pavilions; the largest 
is the Hoffman shelter which accommodates approximately 120 people, the two smaller ones are 
the Broglie (Afton) and Bogus (Belvidere) shelters and they can accommodate approximately 40 
people.  Rates vary on the rentals based on whether it is for a weekend permit or a weekday 
permit.  Rental for the Hoffman shelter is $50. on the weekend/holiday and $30. on a weekday.  
Rental for the smaller shelter is $35. on the weekend/holiday and $20. on a weekday.  Contact 
the Borough Secretary’s office for date availability.  Permit applications are available in the 
Secretary’s office and through the borough’s website (download forms).  These must be presented 
to the staff in the secretary’s office with the required fee – Reminder, these are available on a first 
come basis, and no dates can be reserved until an application is presented and required fee is 
paid.  For more information and to check on availability dates, call 412-921-0752 ext. 10. 
 

 

This Newsletter contains Borough Summer Recreation Activities and Information, and Special Spring and Summer 
Events. For updates, call our Community Calendar at 921-0752 ext 3. or visit Events Calendar at www.crafton.org 



Emergencies – 911 
 

(all 412 Area Code) 
 

Non-Emergency:   921-2014 
 
Police Secretary:   921-2016 
 
Crafton Vol. Fire Dept.: 
  (Non-emergency)  875-0022 
 

Borough Office:      921-0752  
                   Fax:   412-921-4158 
 

Mary Tremblay,  
   Borough Secretary        X 10 
Douglas Sample, 
   Borough Manager         X 19 
Public Works                   X 19 
Building Inspection         X 18 
  or call  BIU 412-766-2565 
Code Enforcement           X 26 
 

Community Calendar    X  3 
 
Crafton Council: 
 

1st Ward: 
 Mary Luxbacher 921-0752 
 Dan Cindric      922-8554 
 Bill Ogden     921-0752 
                                  
2nd Ward: 
 Debbie Sappie   921-0752 
 Jack Donovan    921-5405 
      Susan Viola       921-0752 
                     
3rd Ward: 
 Tom Byers     921-4562 
 James Bloom     921-0752 
 Jim Christman  921-0752 
 
Mayor Susan O’Connell:             
      921-0752 x 16 
 

Websites:     www.crafton.org 
Police:  www.craftonpolice.org 
 
Library:  922-6877 
 
All Taxes: 
Jordan Tax Service  
                         724-731-2310 
 

District Justice Dennis Joyce: 
   921-5559 
 
Waste Management (Trash) 
    Missed Pick ups – Call: 
                     1-800-866-4460 

 
Triangle Pet:  771-7387 
 
Crafton Pool:  921-9482 
 
Crafton Elem:  922-7196 
 
Carlynton HS:  429-2500 
 
Post Office:    1-800-275-8777 
 

See Your Government at Work!  

Borough Council 
2nd and 4th Wednesday @ 7:15 PM 

 

Planning Commission 
3rd Monday @ 6:00 PM 

 

Committees of Council* 
1st and 3rd  Wednesdays 

 

*Note:  These dates are reserved for Committee meetings.  Check the community 
calendar, website events calendar or with the Borough Offices  

to know which committees are scheduled and times. 
 

The public is welcome to attend Borough Council, Planning 
Commission and Committee meetings, which are held on the 
second floor of the Community Center.  Borough Council 
meetings are also broadcast on Comcast Cable channel 13 – 
Thursday’s - 8:00 PM. 
 

For more information please visit the Crafton Website at 
www.crafton.org or phone the Community Calendar (ext. 3).   
 

SPRING – SUMMER REMINDERS! 
 

High Grass and Weeds 
 

Grass cutting season is upon us and it comes with the need for 
property owners to maintain the height of grass on their 
properties.  As established by the Borough the height of grass 
and weed growth is not to exceed six inches.  Please maintain a 
clean and well kept lawn; and don’t forget to trim the grass 
between the curb and sidewalk.  Also, sweeping or blowing the 
grass clippings into the street is prohibited. 
 

Posting Signs on Trees and Telephone Poles 
 

It’s the time of the year for garage sales and graduation parties.  
This is a reminder that it is illegal to place advertisements and 
announcements on the trees and telephone poles throughout 
the Borough.  Please find alternative methods to advertise your 
events.   

Dangerous Dogs and 
 Pet Ordinances 

 

Pet owners should be aware of several Borough ordinances in effect.  Visit 
www.crafton.org and click on Borough Ordinances.  Search Chapter 71 - 
Animals.  For example:  All dogs shall be kept under restraint either by a leash 
or by being kept within the exclusive premises of the owner (fencing, etc.). The 
owner of a dog shall not permit dog to deposit waste or commit a nuisance on 
private property – It shall be the duty of the dog owner to promptly remove the 
dog’s excrement from any property. No dogs are permitted in the playgrounds 
or park areas. It shall be unlawful for owner to permit: Pets to run at large, 
engage in habitual howling, barking, crying or whining, chase or otherwise 
harass any person in such a manner as to reasonably cause intimidation or put a 
person in reasonable apprehension of bodily harm or injury. 

 
 



 

“2008 MAYOR’S COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD” 
 
The Office of the Mayor will again, in 2008, recognize the contributions of the volunteer organizations 
in the Borough.  The citizens of Crafton have a long history of selfless giving of their time and their 
money.  Their many contributions are what make our Borough a strong and vibrant community. 
Organizations in Crafton that are either approved functions of the Borough or are registered as Not-For-
Profit organizations and whose efforts and contributions benefit our Borough and its citizens are being 
asked to nominate one member for commendation.  The form may be found on our website or may be 
obtained through our Borough offices.  The deadline for the nominations is Monday, July 14, 2008.  
The completed forms may be sent to the Borough Secretary or by e-mail to 
mayor.oconnell@verizon.net. 
The commendations will be formally presented at a ceremony to be held at the Council Chambers 
Community Center at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, September 3, 2008. If anyone has any questions, 
please feel free to contact Mayor O’Connell at 412-922-8356 or the above email address. 
 

 

CRAFTON REMEMBERS …………………   
 

                    THOMAS J. WITT, SR. 
 

The death of Thomas J. Witt, Sr., on March 16, 2008, brought sadness to the citizens of 
the Borough of Crafton.  He was a WWII Veteran with the U.S. Army, an active 
member of the American Legion Post #145, and Knights of Columbus #875.  He was a 
lifelong   member of St. Philip Parish, and member of the St. Vincent DePaul Society. 
He was a man of integrity, a man of compassion, and a gentle man; attaining glory in his 
own hometown.  We reflect upon his life time of devoted attention and sincere 

dedication to our community, as expressed in his deeds and words.  Residents will remember his friendly 
smile and kind greeting while shopping at Witt’s Market; and will recall the red-white-blue attire he wore 
every year on the Fourth of July while collecting donations for the Crafton Celebrates annual fireworks 
display. (Re-printed, in part, from Memoriam Resolution No. 2008-15) 
 

A tree has been planted in Crafton Park in celebration of Arbor Day and dedicated to the memory of 
Thomas J. Witt, Sr.  Tom was also a member of the Crafton Memorial Committee, and had devoted a lot 
of time and effort researching and updating the names of the war veterans that appear on the Memorial in 
front of the Crafton Municipal Building.  Donations can be made to the Crafton Memorial Committee (c/o 
Crafton Borough, 100 Stotz Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15205) to continue this effort. 
 

ANN S. PERKEY 
 

On February 23, 2008, beloved wife of Nevin B. Perkey for 58 years, died at home peacefully, surrounded 
by her family.  She was a teacher for over 20 years, and most came to know her as a kindergarten teacher, 
for 17 years, at the Crafton Elementary School.  More recently, you would have seen her and Nevin as the 
devoted fans, cheering and supporting their grandsons at the CIT ballfields and Carlynton Baseball games.   
 

We express our heart felt sorrow to the families of Tom Witt and Ann Perkey, and, at the same time, 
express to them our deep appreciation of the many years of kindness they had shown toward the Crafton 
Community. 

 

Farewell to Officer Heidenreich 
 

Officer Jeff Heidenreich had recently resigned from Crafton’s Police Department and is now serving Mt. 
Lebanon Township.  Officer Heidenreich came to Crafton’s Police Department in March of 1994, and has 
served our community well. He was one of our first Bike Patrol Officers, a Child Safety Seat instructor, 
and always topped the charts on DUI stops and arrests.  He is an outstanding police officer and will be 
missed on the streets of Crafton.  Best Wishes to you Officer Heidenreich. 



CRAFTON PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 
Summer Programs 2008 

 

 The Crafton Public Library’s summer reading theme will be “Catch the Reading Bug”, for 
children 3 years old through 6th grade.  Storytime and other activity / craft programs will be 
offered for various ages.  The teen’s summer reading theme will be “Metamorphosis @ Your 
Library” for students going into 7th - 12th grades.  

The reading program will kick-off on May 31 and end August 1.  Many fun programs and 
crafts are planned.  Some of the special events for summer reading will include: a fun, interactive 
musical adventure about bugs with Karen Jordan, Tuesday, June 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.; Doc 
Dixon’s Amazing Wonder Show, where Doc Dixon will perform magic tricks on Tuesday, July 29 at 
7:00 p.m. and Science in the Summer programs on chemistry, July 28 – July 31. 

Call the library at 412-922-6877 or visit the library in May to get all the details about “Catch 
the Reading Bug”. 

 

BOARD CHANGES AT THE CRAFTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 
Recently, the Board of Trustees of the Crafton Public Library elected new officers.  Many thanks 
are due to Mary Luxbacher for her service as Board President through our Capital Campaign 
process and to Eileen Stewart Cox for her service as Treasurer.  Welcome to the new officers:  Len 
Fabrizi President, Sydnee Bagovich, Vice-President, Jeaneen Zappa, Treasurer and Becky Colbert, 
Secretary.  If anyone is interested in helping the library by serving on a committee of the Board, 
please contact Library Director Kathy Robinson at 412-922-6877.  

 

The Friends of the Crafton Public Library are collecting 
Your Crafton Ghost Stories!!! 

 
Is your house haunted or has a neighbor, friend, or member of your family had a paranormal 
experience right here in Crafton?  It doesn’t have to be a scary story, but just an experience that 
cannot be readily explained and you always felt was out of this world!  They are collecting your stories 
for a possible “haunting evening” in October! Please write a short summary of your experience 
including the street and address where it happened and as many other details as possible.  Include 
your name, phone number or e-mail address so you can be contacted.  Letters can be sent to Friends 
of the Crafton Public Library, attention: Mary, 140 Bradford Avenue, Crafton, PA  15205 or to: 
ghoststories@craftonpubliclibrary.com   
 

LIBRARY EXPANSION – CHILDREN’S ROOM 
 

The Crafton Public Library would like to publicly thank all of those who contributed to the Library’s 
Capital campaign to raise funds for the Children’s Room.  The final dollars were raised by many in 
the community who graciously responded to the letter campaign that began in November 2007.  
Library Director Kathy Robinson reports that over $5,000 was raised.  Many were able to donate a 
large sum of money and earned a leaf on the dedication tree, but even those who could only 
donate a dollar were very much appreciated.  Additionally, the library received a very generous 
grant from a Pittsburgh foundation that wishes to remain anonymous.  This grant, along with the 
other grants from the Crafton Women’s Civic Club, the “Walk-Around” Grant sponsored by Rep. 
Tom Petrone, and the grant from the PA Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund have 
all enabled the Children’s Room to become a reality.  This is an exciting time for the Crafton Public 
Library.  Over the next few months, stop by and “Watch US Grow”! 
 

* * * 
“Don’t forget the Book and Bake Sale – June 6th & 7th 



 

Tree City USA 

 

 

2007  
19th Year Award   

 
 

Crafton Named Tree City USA 
 

Crafton has been named a Tree City USA by The 
National Arbor Day Foundation. This is the 
Nineteenth year Crafton has received this national 
recognition. 
The Tree City USA program is sponsored by The 
National Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with 
the National Association of State Foresters and the 
USDA Forest Service.  Each year, Crafton fulfills 
four standards to meet their requirements: 
 

1.Tree Board or Department, 2. Tree Care 
Ordinance, 3. Comprehensive Forestry 
Program and 4. an Arbor Day Observance. 

 

We recognize and thank the members of our Shade 
Tree Commission and the many Borough Councils 
for their efforts and funding a Tree City USA 
program in our community each year. 
 

Arbor Day Celebration 
 

Crafton Borough celebrated Arbor Day on 
Saturday, April 19th.  As a part of this 
celebration, the PA Bureau of Forestry provided 
the Tree City USA Award-Nineteenth Year to 
the Borough, Mayor O’Connell read the Arbor 
Day Proclamation, and a tree was planted and 
dedicated to Thomas J. Witt, Sr.  In 2006, a tree 
was dedicated to Edward Witt, so the two trees 
dedicated to the Witt brothers now stand side by 
side in the park. 
 

Borough Flower Gardens 
Volunteers 

We are looking for volunteers during the 
month of May to help plant flowers in the 
Borough’s flower gardens.  Also, looking 
for donated home-grown perennials. Call 
the Borough Secretary’s Office (412-921-
0752 x 10) to Volunteer.   
The Crafton Recreation Board is looking 
for youth groups (school, church, scouts) 
to participate in a “Community Gardens” 
project at the old mini golf putt-putt 
property – Call for more information. 

 Meals on Wheels 
 

Are you unable to cook for yourself, or shop for food? 
You may qualify for “Meals on Wheels”.  The 
Crafton-Ingram-Thornburg “Meals on Wheels” will 
deliver two meals a day, five days a week right to your 
home; for only $18.00 per week. 
 

“Meals on Wheels” also needs your help!  Help keep 
their wheels turning … Can you give 1 ½ hours of 
your time per week?  Volunteers are needed for 
driving, deliveries or to help in the Kitchen on a 
weekly or substitute basis.  Take heart in knowing that 
your time will be spent providing well-balanced meals 
to those in need.  If you can help and for more 
information, call 412-922-0909 

 

Great Crafton Clean Up 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
many residents who participated in the Great Crafton 
Clean Up project on Saturday, April 19th.  Young and 
old, families and school students, came out to clean up 
the town.  Members of the Crafton Recreation Board 
worked on the old mini golf putt-putt site, members of 
the Carlynton Interact Club and National Honor Society 
worked at Crafton Park on W. Steuben Street, and 
everyone else tackled the borough streets:   
 
Judy Kueshner, Jesse Numer, Carl, Jonah and Arabella 
Hunt, Treva Rousseau, Mary Luxbacher, Tammy and 
Chrissy Wagner, Tom and Mary Stacy, Maureen, Mary 
and Will Hicks, Greg, Mia, Max and Melanie Notaro, and 
Carol Gorman, to name a few. 
 

* * * 
 

         
 

Tree dedicated to Thomas J. Witt, Sr. 
 

(Pictured: Angie Witt, Mayor O’Connell, Helen Witt) 

 



 

Crafton Performing Arts 
“2008 Summer Concerts in the Park” 

 
 

Thursday, July 17th      Big Band Memories 
Thursday, July 24th      Dr. Zoot 
Thursday, July 31st       Mansfield Five 
Thursday, *August   7th       Fourth and Main 
Thursday,  August  14th      Metropolitan Symphonic Band 
Thursday,  August  21st       Karl Lukitsch Polka Band 
 

Performances are all held on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm at the Crafton Park 
Stage.  Seating is limited, so bring a lawn chair and enjoy.  Concerts are free to 
the public, however, contributions are solicited from those who are in attendance 
at each performance.  These free concerts are made possible through the hard 
work of the Crafton Performing Arts volunteers and your contributions. 

*Crafton-Ingram Rotary 
“Rib & Chicken Fest” 

Once again, the Crafton Ingram Rotary will be sponsoring a Rib & Chicken 
Festival in Crafton Park prior to the stage performance  

Thursday, August 7th,  from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Advance ticket sales are requested – Contact a Rotary member or Crafton Borough. 

And, don’t forget the annual “Llama Plop” fund raising event! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Senior Citizens – Monthly Socials 
 

Crafton Borough and the Crafton Recreation Board sponsor a Senior Citizen 
Social each month, featuring Dinner, Entertainment, Door Prizes and more.  
The cost is $5.00 per person, and advance reservations are necessary.   For 
more information, reservations and a schedule of planned events, contact the 
Borough Secretary at 412-921-0752 ext. 10 
 

2008 Dates 
March 29th – April 26th  - May 31st – June 28th – July 26th   

August 23rd – Sept. 27th – Oct. 25th – Nov. 22nd – Dec. 20th 

Doors open at 5:00 pm – Dinner commences at 5:30 pm – Entertainment at 6:30 pm 

Advance Reservations Required 

 

 

 
 

Crafton Crocodile Swim Team Registration 
 

2008 Registration:  Saturday, May 17th – 11 am to 1 pm and Wednesday, June 4th  – 6 pm to 8 
pm – Crafton Park Pavilion.  A parent/guardian must be present at registration, and is 
expected to help with swim meets and fundraisers.  Practice starts June 9th; 9:30-11:30 am. 
For fees and other information contact Diane at 412-921-1776. 



 
 

CRAFTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

More Than A Local Fire Company 
The members of the Crafton Volunteer Fire Department are 
volunteers; but more importantly, they are our friends, neighbors and 
family.  They give their time freely and generously to protect you and 
those you love. 
• They are on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
• They are continuously upgrading their skills and knowledge of fire-fighting by 

attending training sessions and practices in the evenings and week-ends. 
• They protect your most valuable possessions ….. yourself, your family and your 

home.  How much is that worth?  Your donation to the Crafton Volunteer Fire 
Department is fully tax deductible and your support is appreciated and needed.  
The CVFD fund raiser campaign begins in May and you should receive something 
soon in the mail; if you do not receive anything and want to send a contribution, 
you may mail it directly to:  Crafton Volunteer Fire Depart., 8 Stotz Avenue, Pgh., 
PA  15205.  

House Numbering  
At times, it is very difficult to locate the address of a fire or other emergency.  By 
Crafton Borough Ordinance, a house number must be properly posted in order to 
quickly and accurately identify all structures in the Borough: Numbers must be placed 
in a position to be plainly legible and visible from the street fronting the property, 
numbers shall contrast with their background, numbers shall be Arabic numerals a 
minimum of 4 inches high and minimum stroke width of .5 inch.  If not sure, contact 
the Borough Offices for assistance. 
 

Volunteers Needed 
The CVFD is always seeking new membership.  If you are interested in becoming a 
firefighter and willing to help your community in a very important way, contact Chief 
Hermes at 412-921-6322 or Mike at 412-937-0517 to volunteer. 
 

 

CVFD Receives $94,257 Grant 
 

The Crafton Volunteer Fire Department made application to the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency grant program.  The CVFD 
was one of 15 Pennsylvania fire departments/first responders to receive a Firefighter’s 
Assistance Grant.  The grant program provides funds to enhance response capabilities 
and to more effectively protect the health and safety of the public.  The department 
must provide a 10% match for the whole grant amount.  $40,000 has been used to 
replace their current air compressor – an invaluable piece of equipment, used to 
provide fresh breathing air for the tanks the firefighters wear when fighting a structure 
fire (SCBA/ Self Contained Breathing Apparatus). The balance of the funds will be used 
for a health and wellness program.  CVFD members have been provided complete 
medical examinations using these funds.  Also, fitness equipment has been purchased 
and installed in the station for use by its members.  Stop by the Open House, in May, 
and check it out. 

OPEN HOUSE 
The Crafton Volunteer Fire Department will be having an open house on Saturday 
May 24, 2008 between the hours of 11 am and 4 pm.  There will be hot dogs, 
popcorn and drinks throughout the day.  Plans include: Blood pressure screening, a 
Station Tour, and other activities throughout the day for children of all ages and, 
also, for the adults. Meet and Greet the members of the Crafton Volunteer Fire 
Department, and see what they are all about! 

 



 

 

CRAFTON CELEBRATES 
“33rd Annual Fourth of July Celebration in the Park” 

 
 

The Crafton Celebrates Committee has, again, been working hard to present 
this years 4th of July Celebration in Crafton Park.  A Five Day Festival will begin 
on Monday, June 30thth thru Friday, July 4th.  Parade start time is 6:30 pm on 
Monday, June 30th.  Stage Entertainment, Inflatable Attractions, Petting Zoo,  
5K Run, and much, much more – Game and Food Booths. The Celebration 
concludes on the 4th of July evening with a Spectacular Fireworks Display – 
even bigger and better than last year.  Contributions can be made payable to 
Crafton Celebrates, and mailed to Crafton Borough Building, 100 Stotz Avenue, 
Crafton, PA  15205. 
 
The Crafton Celebrates Committee meets on the second Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 pm, 
at the Crafton Community Center – Meetings are open to the public and new Volunteers.  
For additional information, contact the Borough Secretary’s office at 412-921-0752. 
  

(A Crafton Celebrates Program has been inserted in this Newsletter) 
 

 

Reminder:  Report missed Trash or Recycle pick-ups to WasteManagement at 1-800-866-4460; pick-up promised 
within 24 hours.  Large bulk items may be placed out at the curb any week (furniture, hot water tanks, etc.); if 
you plan to put out many large items and an abundance of trash, please call WasteManagement and let them 

know in advance. Recycle Pick-up is every other week – see Events Calendar at www.crafton.org  
or call the Community Calendar 412-921-0752 ext 3, if you’re not sure of the Recycle date. 
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